MY EXPERIENCE WITH MARY LEAGUE GIRLS, PARISH/ UNIVERSITY YOUTH COMMUNITY.
I started working with the Catholic youth in the university, called the Nigeria Federation of Catholic Students (NFCS) with the motto “Living the Faith”. This group of young Catholics couldn’t have been, without the initial formation of the students in their various parishes as Mary League girls and Claret youth. The Claret Youths and the Nigerian Federation of Catholic Students of the Enugu State University of Science and Technology were under my care as their Chaplain. These two groups were working hand in glove, exchanging ideas and working towards the upliftment of the students and the spiritual maturity of the youth in the parish.
The experience narrated by Chioma Ugwu was a real life situation. This incident which happened in 2016 was brought to my notice by the narrator of this story. Chioma and her friend are well known to me. Chioma as the Secretary of the Claret Youths and a member of The Federation of Catholic Students was always open and available to her other fellow students. She was always seen with her best friend Kate who later went into a wrong group. The philosophy of the groups above was to respond to the teachings of the Church by living exemplary lives both in the homes, parishes and the school environment. My experience of the university environment is most times very pathetic as many of the students suffer a lot of wants, unable to feed very well, unable to buy their books and the worst, the lack of the necessary means to pay their tuition. These devastating situations forced some of the students into doing some certain things that were not in line with our faith. At times it is not by choice that these students join the wrong groups but most a times it is because of the need to meet up with the necessary means of making ends meet in school and academic demands.
As the Chaplain and spiritual director of the Youth and students, we were not waiting only to help students who are in trouble but we worked towards the prevention of the students engaging in bad attitudes. Thus, students received spiritual counseling from time to time, sacramental confessions, prayer sessions, adoration, and group outreach programs. The students also engage in some charitable works with some orphanages and home for the elderly. The students were taught to put their meager resources together to support each other, to contribute to the wellbeing of indigent students and to even contribute to the financial needs of the chaplaincy. We organize from time to time cultural and sporting activities to help the students and youths  live out their life as normal human beings and thus prevent them from seeking satisfaction through wrong means, (partying, drinking, smoking and cultism). The students and youth are also exposed to various skills and career opportunities.
In defence of life became our mission and every of our action in the university was to identify any student especially the female students moving with wrong groups. As we know their lives are always in danger ranging from unseriousness in their academic works, lack of concentration in their academic work, drug abuse, mental disorder, ritual killings, and being used and dumped by the bad fellows in the society. Thus we defend the students and youths and prevent them from destroying their lives and if eventually we get the case of a youth or student wanting to be involved in the termination of life through abortion, we move in swiftly to rescue the life of both the mother and that of the unborn child. Thus we developed the slogan “zero tolerance for abortion.”  With our group, we have been able to rescue about one hundred fifty (150) students from ruining their academic life, from destroying their future, untimely death and from terminating the life of innocent unborn children. Thus we become the “Josephs and Marys” of our time, saving the life of the Youths, Students and the unborn children like Jesus from the hands of Herod. Life is a gift from God and our duty is to give back these lives to God as our gift through the saving mystery of Our Lord Jesus Christ who came that we may have life and have it to the full (John,10:10). Life so precious to be wasted, in defence of life is and should be the mission of every Christian and every human being on earth. We must rise today to save and to secure, to shape and to give meaning to life,  to support life, to work with life and ultimately to cooperate with God in giving life.
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